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BUILD A HOME

Behind the scenes with 12 of India’s 
hottest power couples in design

A 24-Hour Kind Of Love 
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TOGETER
Meet the partners in design who continue to live their dream of 

leaving a mark on the architectural skyline. For them, design is the 
pulse and strength to hold things together. Weaving magical moments 
and creating projects that are a spectacle of both form and function, 

they have indeed recalibrated the essence of design
FEATURE VANITA ARORA

In Design
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What drew you 
together?
We are passionate 
about architecture 
and design and 
got the opportunity 
to collaborate 
on a competition, 
which was a success. The 
journey was a delightful experience, and 
we progressed from friends to eventual 
partners, cementing the partnership to 
form Envisage. 

What are the challenges of being a real-
life couple who works together?
A challenge we face is that work never 
leaves us. We may be at a party, at home or 
even travelling...every conversation leads to 
work or a project.  

How different are you from one another, 
and how does that help sync your work 
narratives?
A combination of an introvert and an 
extrovert: I am a right-brained person, while 
Vishal is left-brained. It helps us balance 
both ends of our practice. For a profession 
where design must be equally balanced 
with finances and management, knowing 
that one is handling each end of it, gives us 
the confidence to build the practice ideally 
and realistically. 

How has the synergy between you 
evolved over the years?
It has been fifteen years of togetherness, 
and we have learnt and discovered things 
about each other that have helped us 
understand the other person so well that 
we are a part of each other’s thoughts. 

What was your first project together?
Before Envisage, we did an office in 
Connaught Place. I worked on the design, 
while Vishal worked on the execution.

What is the middle ground between you? 
How do you compromise and get the 
best of each other’s vision for a project?
We see what the project demands. If either 
of our opinions does not function well, we 
discard it mutually. 

A dream project you will want to work on 
together.
We would love to work on a project of 
national importance and relevance. 

A design destination you will love to visit 
as partners and a couple?
We’ve seen the places we wanted to, and 
one such destination that stands out was 
Fondation Louis Vuitton, a building that 
Frank Gehry beautifully designed.

MEENA MURTHY KAKKAR 
& VISHAL KAKKAR
PARTNERS, Envisage

Passionate about bridging the gap 
between architectural pedagogy 
and practice, all their designs 
successfully walk the tightrope of 
design thoughtfulness and cost-
effectiveness. Their creations aim to 
integrate a timeless aesthetic with a 
functional design. P
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Catching up with MEENA MURTHYKAKKAR
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What drew you 
together?
Raj and I were 
neighbours. He was a 
product designer, and I 
had just started freelancing 
as an interior designer. I 
commissioned him to design a logo, visiting 
cards and letterheads. We bonded over ‘Calvin 
and Hobbes’ and ‘Asterix’, which I believe was the 
cementing factor. 

What are the challenges of being a real-life 
couple who works together?
Initially, while setting up the workshop and 
running a firm, we were always working - 
sourcing materials, collaborating with artisans, 
handling projects; and could not really balance 
work and home life but we enjoyed that process 
as well. However, with time, we have streamlined 
the processes. 

How different are you from one another, 
and how does that help sync your work 
narratives?
Raj’s sense of proportions is unmatchable, and 
his knowledge about materials is fantastic. He 
has a minimalist approach to design and is a 
quick decision-maker. On the other hand, my 
strengths are client interaction, experimenting 
with different materials, finishes, and aesthetics.  

How has the synergy between you evolved 
over the years?
We learn from our clients and artisans, so we 
are constantly growing, individually and together 
as a team. Today, we may oversee different 
aspects of a project, but we are proactive when 
filling in for each other.  

What was your first project together?
Our first project was our own one-bedroom 
home, followed by designing a bedroom for a 
friend. 

What is the middle ground between you, 
and how do you get the best of each other’s 
vision for a project?
When we have strong ideas causing design 
disagreements, we bring the pros and cons to 
the front and decide what works best for that 
space. 

A dream project you will want to work on 
together.
We are both ocean lovers and certified scuba 
divers; a beautiful beach villa would be hands 
down our dream project!

A design destination you will love to visit as 
partners and a couple?
Italy always tops our list, but lately, anything to 
do with the ocean or scuba diving pulls us in its 
direction.

DEVIKA &
RAJ KHOSLA 
Creative Director & 
Managing Director, The 
Works Interiors

With design in their DNA, 
they describe their style as a 
combination of artisanal style 
and contemporary design. 
Adhering to a people-centric 
approach, they always seek 
to invent things that enrich 
people’s lives.
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Catching up with DEVIKA KHOSLA
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What drew you together?
The lockdown allowed 
Priyanka to get involved with 
my work and interact with 
the clients. The goal was 
to use our experience and 
exposure in design and make 

it more meaningful for a larger 
community, giving them access 

to good design from across the globe, 
from the comfort of their homes.

What are the challenges of being a real-life 
couple who work together?
Priyanka’s approach towards clients and 
projects is very different, which helps us look 
at our work more holistically. Of course, there 
are logistical challenges, but our love for our 
work keeps us going.

How different are you from one another, 
and how does that help sync your work 
narratives?
We collaborate by combining our different 
approaches. I belong to an architectural 
background and see myself as an artist and 
a creator, and carry the responsibilities to 
deliver the best to our clients. On the other 
hand, Priyanka has a more business-like and 
practical approach. We try to collaborate by 
combining our different methods. 

How has the synergy between you evolved 
over the years?
It has only been two years since we started 
working together, and we are still growing and 
learning every day. Through our teamwork, we 
have been able to generate better results. 

What was your first project together?
We first collaborated on a show home in New 
Delhi for Orange and White developers. We did 
the furniture, interiors and styling.

What is the middle ground between you? 
How do you compromise and get the best of 
each other’s vision for a project?
We make sure we go through all the details 
and deliver the best possible results. We do not 
compromise and tend to push our limits. Each 
of us has the energy that we bring to a project, 
which adds up, creating an exceptional result.

A dream project you will want to work on 
together.
We are working on a boutique hotel in the 
mountains. We can’t wait!

A design destination you will love to visit as 
partners and a couple?
Our top two destinations on the world map are 
Central Africa and Cape Town. We have been 
sourcing some luxurious collectibles from all 
over Africa. 

PRIYANKA & 
SARABJIT SINGH
Founders, VO Living

Elevating lifestyles through 
curated decor collections, Sarabjit 
and Priyanka make their clients 
reimagine everyday spaces with 
multiple options to instill splendour 
and comfort. Bringing to the fore a 
strong narrative of global furniture 
and décor, they continue to merge 
creativity and quality.P
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Catching up with 

SARABJIT SINGH
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What drew you 
together?
We became 
good friends 
during our 
college days, 
and though we 
studied in different 
cities, our like-minded interests drew 
us together.

What are the challenges of being 
a real-life couple who works 
together?
Work never stops! It is difficult not to 
let work enter our personal life; that’s 
why we always make sure that work 
stress doesn’t seep into our family life. 

How different are you from one 
another, and how does that help 
sync your work narratives?
Shobhit is governed by discipline 
in design, while I am more towards 
making design viable to site as  
this helps us design and build projects 
efficiently. 

 How has the synergy between you 
evolved over the years?
We discuss, talk, and have become 
each other’s critics, which helps us 
push our boundaries. We both are 
competitive, and when one of us is 
challenged to do better, the other gets 
out of the comfort zone, which makes 
us deliver the best.

What was your first project 
together?
Our first project was to design the 
interiors of a villa; this was when 
we were in college. We formed our 
office much later. We spent a lot of 
time together during this stint, where 
endless design possibilities were 
discussed over barista coffees. 

What is the middle ground between 
you, and how do you get the best of 
each other’s vision for a project?
A project always comes first, so 
concluding is easy for us. However, 
despite animated discussions and 
heated arguments, we compromise as 
we realise that the design and viability 
of the project are essential.

A design destination that you will 
love to visit as partners and a 
couple.
We want to explore Guggenheim 
Museum Bilbao, and many more 
exciting places.

RAKHEE BEDI KUMAR 
& SHOBHIT KUMAR 
Principal Founders, RSDA

With a constant quest to learn and 
evolve, Rakhee and Shobhit promise to 
deliver an enduring level of excellence 
from conception to completion. Their 
work spans various scales, and their 
futuristic approach to design has made 
them a force to reckon with. 
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Catching up with RAKHEE BEDIKUMAR AND SHOBHIT KUMAR
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